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1st Quarter 2017 

M&H Valve team members were treated to a cookout on March 2nd.   

Josh Gunning (Division Safety Manager) and Tony Orlowski (General Manager) 

were the “Grill Chiefs” and cooked up some delicious hamburgers.  All the trimmings 

were available for team members to enjoy.  Tony spoke briefly giving an outlook for 

2017, stressing safety in our workplace and thanking everyone for their hard work.  

Here’s to M&H Valve for a SAFE and PROSPEROUS 2017!! 

M&H Valve Team Member Appreciation Cookout 
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         Team Member Appreciation Cookout (continued) 

EMERIL’S ESSENCE  

SEASONING 
 

Ingredients: 
 

2 1/2 tablespoons paprika 

2 tablespoons salt 

2 tablespoons garlic powder 

1 tablespoon black pepper 

1 tablespoon onion powder 

1 tablespoon cayenne pepper 

1 tablespoon dried leaf oregano 

1 tablespoon dried thyme 
 

Mix all together and keep in a 

tight container or spice bottle.  
 

Courtesy of emerils.com 

 

Something to try at your cookouts this spring… 
 

**Make your own Emeril’s Essence creole seasoning and try 

it on chicken, steaks, pork or seafood.  It will stay fresh in a 

container or spice bottle for up to 3 months. 
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From the Desk of Tony Orlowski      

 
 

 

White Feather 

Carlos Hathcock lay exhausted in the short grass surrounding the compound somewhere in Laos.  The 

agonizing three-day crawl from the relative safety of the jungle’s edge through 800 yards of open field 

had left him tired, thirsty and completely spent.  It was 1967, he was the most successful sniper America 

had ever known, and he was well behind enemy lines and far from any help. 

 

The problem now was he was second guessing himself.  Days before, from noon to dark he had surveyed 

the open terrain from the concealment of the tree line before he started his stalk.  From that vantage point 

he had identified the best location from which to take the shot, the route to get there, and a shallow ravine 

that would provide a small amount of cover for his extraction.  It was still little better than a suicide 

mission, but at least he had a plan.  Now, though, in his current state he was having thoughts of 

compromising.  He could make the shot right here from 1,200 yards, he rationalized (he was consistently 

accurate out to 2,000).  And from this spot he could still make it to the ravine and get to cover – it was 

just a little farther, and there had always been little chance of escape anyway. 

 

As these thoughts raced through his head, the voice that had kept him alive through similar trials before 

came through clearly now: “You made a plan when you were well rested, fed and hydrated.  It was a 

good plan.  Now you are depleted.  Are you making changes because you have new information and a 

better idea, or because you are tired and just want it to be over?”  The answer of course was obvious. 

 

He resolved to complete his stalk to 800 yards out, and having moved at a rate of only inches per minute 

over those three-plus days, settled into his planned shooting spot.  After first light he ended the life of an 

enemy general who never dreamed he could be in danger.  He then retreated to the tree line, avoided the 

multiple patrols scurrying to locate him, and made it to his extraction point. 

 

Most of you reading this can remember hard times and tough problems we’ve had to address at M&H 

over the years.  At those times we always sit as a team and make up a plan.  Often that plan is hard – hard 

to accomplish and hard on us – but we know how important success is and make the tough decisions.  

You can also probably remember times we got well into a plan, and decided to make changes because 

“We really don’t need to do all that...”  Next time someone suggests cutting back our plan in a time like 

that, look at my face.  You’ll see me grimace.  I don’t like it, and don’t believe it will help us succeed. 

 

And now, you know why. 

Tony Orlowski 
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Wedge Coat News 
-Mike Fulmer 
        

     When December came to a close, M&H Valve Wedge Coat department had quietly completed another milestone. Since 

the establishment of this department, to the end of December, over 600,000 RS Wedges have been produced while maintain-

ing less than a half percent scrap. Another part of this achievement is currently a little over 20,000 parts are in stock at M&H.  

This means the majority of what has been produced has been sold to our customers for their use. We have built a reputation of 

providing a quality product and to date, no customer orders we have received have been late for delivery.  

     With additional requirements for wedges throughout the Valve and Hydrant Divisions, additional machines are needed. 

Machine 4 arrived late December to M&H and the installation went off without a hitch. Below are pictures of before and after 

the installation of the machine.  Along with a machine, an additional 6” mold was needed and is scheduled to arrive at the 

plant in March. Machine 5 is on order and is currently scheduled to arrive in July of this year. With 5 machines producing 

wedges, we should hit the 1,000,000 mark in no time.   

                                                                     

        Unloading               Injection Machine 4                       After 

 

           

     The accomplishments of this department would not have been possible without the assigned operators. Each and every one 

of them truly demonstrates daily the statement of “Doing the right thing”. Jason Guy, Luis Gomez, Josh Sweatt, Anthony 

Taylor, Jose Rolon, Nathaniel Moon, Dalton Heath, Brian Patterson, and William Patterson all take their responsibilities very 

seriously and display initiative in everything they do. I thank them for their hard work and dedication to this department and 

M&H Valve. 

 

    On a different subject, Jason Guy set out a year ago to take steps towards improving his overall health and life. He put a 

plan in place, established goals and off he went. Below are before and after pictures showing what losing 100 pounds does for 

you. Once he determines what he wants to do, that is exactly what he does.  
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Spring Storms and Safety 
(It’s THAT time of year) 

LIGHTNING: 

All thunderstorms produce lightning and are dangerous. In the United States, in an average year, lightning kills about the 

same number of people as tornadoes and more people than hurricanes. 

Lightning often strikes outside the area of heavy rain and may strike as far as 10 miles from any rainfall.  Many light-

ning deaths occur ahead of storms or after storms have seemingly passed. 

If you can hear thunder, you are in danger. Don’t be fooled by blue skies. If you hear thunder, lightning is close enough to 

pose an immediate threat. 

Avoid open areas. Don’t be the tallest object in the area.   

Stay away from isolated tall trees, towers or utility poles. Lightning tends to strike the taller objects in an area. 

Stay away from metal conductors such as wires or fences. Metal does not attract lightning, but lightning can travel long 

distances through it. 

 

TORNADOES: 

Being prepared for severe weather and tornadoes is important no matter your location, but this is especially critical if you are 

in a car when a tornado approaches. The winds from a tornado are strong enough to lift a car and toss it a far distance. Torna-

does can and do cross major highways and interstates,  

 
 Get inside a sturdy, well built structure.  

 Get on the lowest floor and in an interior room such as a hall, closet or bathroom. Get in a room that does not have any 

windows.  

 Use something to protect your head such as a helmet, blankets, mattresses, pillows, cushions.  

 Be sure to wear shoes to avoid having to walk through any possible debris barefoot. It’s also a good idea to have a whis-

tle in your emergency kit to alert emergency officials of your location, if you become trapped by debris.  

 If you are in a car: do not try to outrun a tornado. Take shelter in a sturdy building nearby. If none is available, get out of 

the car and get into the lowest part of the ground such as a ditch.  

 Never take shelter under highway overpasses. Many are not constructed properly to provide adequate shelter.  

 Mobile homes are not safe shelters. Plan to take shelter in a more sturdy building nearby or if no other shelter is availa-

ble, get low to the ground in a ditch.  

 For those at work, in schools, nursing homes, hospitals, airports and shopping centers: take shelter in the designated     

shelter area.  
 

**Important note:  A common misconception regarding severe weather is that if there was strong wind that did damage, it must have been a tornado. Not 

all wind damage occurs from tornadoes. In fact, some of the worst damage is not associated with tornadoes at all. Damaging wind, often also referred to as 

straight line winds, tends to be more common than tornadoes. Damage from these winds account for half of all severe reports in the continental United 

States. Wind speeds can reach up to 100 mph and produce a damage path extending for hundreds of miles, in association with both squall lines and super-

cell thunderstorms.  

-Info from NOAA and weather.gov 
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Josh Gunning 

Safety Manager 

 

M & H Valve Safety Mentors 
 

 These team members have been chosen to represent their departments as a resource for new hires and  

transfers for any questions they may have about safety, environmental or job responsibilities.  They will  

be completing the OSHA 10 hour course and some additional training.   Everyone remembers their first 

days on the job and it may be intimidating for some, so if you’re unsure about a process or procedure  

feel free to ask your department mentor.  

 

  Andy Brunt   Chris Berta   Steve Minniefield    Jose Rolon            James Causey Keith Brown 

  Cody Roblee   Randall Kerr   Don Baldwin         Ronnie Hanner     Tad Mallory Jimmy Wade 

  James Forrest   Travanti Dates   Zachary Pitts         Joshua Sweatt       Jerry Brown Drew Pierce 

                Zac Franklin   Dennis Bibey         Menzo Parker       Terry O'dell  

Pattern Shop Team Member Steve Griffith and his wife Michelle have a 

new grandchild.  Steve’s son and daughter-in-law (Steven and Brittney 

Griffith) welcomed their 2nd child in January.   

MadaLynn Nicole Griffith was born on January 2, 2017.   

She weighed 5 lbs. 12 oz. and was  18.6” long.   

 

Anyone who is around Steve can tell how proud he is of his grandchil-

dren.  Pictured on the left are “Big Sister” BrookLynn and MadaLynn. 

 

Congratulations! 

“Apples of his Eye” 

 

M&H Valve Hydrant Sightings… 
 

On the bottom right is an M&H hydrant seen by team members Todd and Kandi Willis while in Nashville recently.   

They were attending the Bon Jovi concert and visiting the Grand Ole Opry and  

spotted it outside the historic Ryman theatre. 

 

On the left is an M&H Hydrant 

that team member Blake Hurst 

found while off-roading at Top 

Trails in Talladega, one of the 

best OHV parks in the south.  

Blake thought it was great that 

our hydrants are seen by thou-

sands of visitors to the park and 

wanted to share it with us.  Also 

of note, is this hydrant was made 

by our own Matthew Lambert 

(now a supervisor but previously 

worked in Hydrant Assembly).  

Thanks to Blake and the Willis’ 

for the interesting sightings! 

Mentoring:  providing critical guidance, information and support to a new co-worker on their path to success. 
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Congratulations to Pam on her retirement!  Pam’s career began over 40 years ago (1977) when she was hired as executive 

secretary.  Most of her career was devoted to the management team and the sales group until 2011 when Pam transferred to 

the Human Resource Department where she has been using her skills and knowledge to help M&H grow and prosper.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please welcome our new Team Members  

for the first quarter of 2017 
 

Welcome to M&H Valve Company! 
 
 

Daniel McKinley (Foundry Supervisor)           Dakota King (Wedge Coat) 

William Herron (Foundry Maintenance) Clay Ginn (CNC Operator) 

David Bobby (Outside Sales)   Dennis Carson (Molding) 

Quinton S. Garner (Powder Coat)  Kevin Ito (Foundry Maintenance) 

Tevin Riggins (Cleaning Room)  Clifton Embry (Melting) 

Nikolaus Mitchell (Cleaning Room)  Anthony Kimble (Powder Coat) 

Zachary Franklin (Powder Coat)  Rahene Miles (Parts Shipper)              

Marcus Popham (Melting)   Ramone Russell (Cleaning Room)   

Stephen Presley (Cleaning Room)  Larry Tippins (Powder Coat)          

 

Pam Fulmer retires from M&H Valve 

On March 31st, a party was 

held for her at M&H.  Well 

wishers and co-workers 

came by to have cake and 

other goodies and to share 

their appreciation for her.  

As we say goodbye to Pam 

we wish her a long and  

happy retirement as she gets 

to devote more time to her 

family and hobbies.  We 

will miss Pam’s friendly 

smile and her gracious  

personality.   

WE WILL MISS YOU! 

Pam Fulmer and HR Manager Ray McClay 
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April - June with Years of Service 

 
 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

April, May, June 

Christopher Bohannon 4/2 

Sue Thornburg 4/2 

James Butterworth 4/3 

Terry Lackey 4/3 

Jerry Summerlin 4/3 

Paul Worthington 4/4 

Michael Spears 4/5 

Zachary Pitts 4/5 

Susan Johnson 4/7 

Joshua Kerr 4/8 

Bryn Getto 4/10 

Nathaniel Moon 4/13 

Donald Baldwin 4/14 

Robert Edmondson 4/17 

Kenneth Higgins 4/19 

Richard McKleroy 4/19 

Steve Griffith 4/22 

Willie Robinson 4/24 

Shannon Payne 4/25 

Gerome Mixon 4/27 

Larry Mays 4/30 

James Wade 4/30 

Steve Smith 5/2 

Kevin Bowers 5/3 

Echols Bryant 5/3 

Luis Rodriguez 5/5 

Joshua Hammond 5/15 

Joshua Seals 5/18 

Beauford Millwood 5/19 

Dakota Wise 5/20 

Kenneth Vansciver 5/24 

Greg Davis 5/25 

Zachary Franklin 5/28 

Quintez Arnold 5/31 

Christopher Young 5/31 

Olivier Marietta 5/31 

Daniel McIntyre 5/31 

Jim Meroney 6/4 

Angie Robertson 6/4 

William Huguley 6/5 

Darryl Crump 6/6 

Larry Bowers 6/7 

Mitchell Driver 6/8 

Leonard Thomason 6/13 

Gary Estes 6/14 

Michael Heath 6/15 

Robert N. Smith 6/16 

Susan Roach 6/20 

Antonio Woods 6/21 

DuJuan Johnson 6/21 

Travanti Dates 6/27 

Nathan Walker 6/28 

James Hannah 6/30 

Jack Williams 6/30 

Terry Sledge 4/1 2 years 

Leonard Thomason 4/2 5 years 

Jeff Rasmussen 4/4 6 years 

Dennis Bibey 4/4 1 years 

Gerald Smith 4/5 1 years 

Mark Bozek 4/6 2 years 

Stacey Vree 4/9 16 years 

Christopher Berta 4/10 11 years 

James Garrett 4/13 2 years 

Alkera Garrett 4/17 11 years 

Orvas Crow 4/20 2 years 

Susan Johnson 4/22 15 years 

Cecil Payne 4/24 22 years 

Jack Williams 4/25 46 years 

Greg Hanners 4/27 19 years 

Frankie Hightower 4/27 2 years 

Virgil Hughes 4/27 2 years 

Jose Rolon 4/28 3 years 

Cedric Wright 4/29 18 years 

David McKinney 5/1 11 years 

Kelsey Wright 5/1 2 years 

Terry O'dell 5/2 6 years 

Michael Heath 5/4 1 years 

Clyde Williams 5/9 1 years 

Parker Bailey 5/9 1 years 

Gary Estes 5/15 17 years 

Jhonker Bravo 5/16 1 years 

James Prewitt 5/19 3 years 

Greg Davis 5/22 19 years 

James Wade 5/23 6 years 

LM McKenzie 5/23 1 years 

James Butterworth 5/24 45 years 

Gary Ray 5/24 18 years 

Raymond McClay 5/24 13 years 

Christopher Morris 5/30 17 years 

Jeremy Felton 5/31 12 years 

Paul Worthington 5/31 1 years 

Joshua Kerr 5/31 1 years 

Michael Humphries 6/1 19 years 

Aaron Sheppard 6/1 2 years 

Zachary Clay 6/1 1 years 

David Lambert 6/2 14 years 

Steve Griffith 6/2 14 years 

James Martin 6/3 15 years 

Victor Martinez 6/4 3 years 

Antonio Woods 6/6 1 years 

Nathan Walker 6/6 1 years 

Richard Knowlton 6/8 2 years 

Anthony Orlowski 6/10 21 years 

Siddharth Patel 6/10 1 years 

Rocky Lanz 6/11 16 years 

Frank Musich 6/11 16 years 

Olivier Marietta 6/11 10 years 

Kendall Rush 6/12 11 years 

Phillip Smith 6/13 12 years 

Nicole Ferrebee 6/18 18 years 

Alan Gaither 6/23 9 years 

Lawrence Hawkins 6/24 1 years 

Kevin Shears 6/24 1 years 

Kari McGhar 6/24 1 years 

Josey Smith 6/25 3 years 

Danny Ray Smith 6/28 7 years 

Gerome Mixon 6/28 7 years 

Paige Shears 6/30 3 years 


